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The Society of Medical Laboratory Technology of South Africa (SMLTSA) is committed to
promoting the ideals of medical laboratory science that align with the needs of our community
within a unified healthcare system. SMLTSA hosts a bi-annual national congress to provide a
platform to showcase studies and developments within our profession. We encourage all medical
laboratory professionals to participate in national and international congresses pertinent to their
scope of profession.

Our Vision
To remain the voice of Medical Technology in South Africa, ensuring that the perspectives of
Medical Laboratory Professionals are considered in policy-making that impacts pathology testing
across Southern Africa.

Leading Innovation
SMLTSA supports scientific research with a world-class journal that empowers laboratory
professionals to contribute to the advancement of laboratory medicine. By embracing research,
we guarantee that our services remain current and relevant to the local healthcare landscape.

Developing the Profession
Recognizing the vital role of laboratory professionals in patient care, SMLTSA is dedicated to
fostering excellence through rigorous education and training. Our programs are benchmarked
against global standards to produce highly skilled and qualified laboratory professionals.

CONNECT WITH US

Tel: +27 (0)21 531 1231
Email: administrator@smltsa.org.za 
www.smltsa.org.za 

SAVING LIVES, ONE SPECIMEN AT A TIME

WELCOME TO SMLTSA
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#SMLTSA2025

On behalf of the Society of Medical Laboratory Technology of South

Africa (SMLTSA) and the Local Organising Committee, we are thrilled to

welcome you to the 27th National Congress of the Society of Medical

Laboratory Technology of South Africa.

This year’s congress theme, “Beyond Boundaries: Transforming Lab

Science Through Technology & Innovation,” encapsulates the spirit

of progress and innovation that drives our profession forward.  The

2025 Congress will celebrate the pivotal role of laboratory science in

harnessing cutting-edge advancements, such as artificial intelligence,

molecular diagnostics, and sustainable practices. It is a call to action for

all professionals and industry leaders to collaborate in shaping the

future of healthcare across the African continent and beyond.

Let us come together to celebrate Africa’s extraordinary

contributions to laboratory science, foster meaningful connections,

and explore the endless possibilities of what lies beyond boundaries.

We look forward to collaborating with you and to create an

unforgettable gathering of minds, ideas, and innovation.

Welkom - Wamkelekile - Welkom!

The Local Organising Committee

SMLTSA 2025 Congress

DR WENDY SOLOMON
SMLTSA President

YULEEN CARELSE 
SMLTSA Office Manager

WENDY STEYTLER
  Congress Chair

WELCOME TO STELLENBOSCH!



We are a sole national accreditation body, mandated by Act 19 of 2006 and recognised by ILAC, IAF,
AFRAC, and SADCA for specific scopes. Our mandate is to deliver internationally recognised
accreditation that supports public policy, trade, and economic growth. 

We accredit Conformity Assessment Bodies, and these are Calibration, Testing laboratories,
Certification, Inspection Bodies, and Broad-Based Black Economic Empowerment (B-BBEE) rating
agencies, also monitors Good Laboratory Practice (GLP) and Good Clinical Practice (GCP) compliance
aligned with Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) principles.

Accreditation in Blood Transfusion Services (BTS) SANAS accreditation ensures the safety and
quality of blood services by evaluating technical competence and adherence to international standards
like ISO/IEC 17043. Accredited organisations are recognised for meeting high standards in blood
collection, testing, processing, and distribution.

BTS Key Aspects:
Quality Management: Maintains consistent, high standards across all service areas.
Compliance: Confirms adherence to national and international regulations, ensuring safety for donors
and recipients.

Medical Programme Accreditation
SANAS ensures quality and competence in the medical programme by accrediting:
Medical Laboratories: Accredited to ISO 15189 for reliable medical testing.
Proficiency Testing Programmes (PTPs): Ensure laboratories deliver consistent, accurate results.
Other Healthcare Assessments: Includes medical device certification and facilities following GLP.
This builds trust, ensures compliance, and supports international recognition.

A BETTER LIFE THROUGH
 ACCREDITATION

For more information
+27 12 740 8400

Follow us on:

www.sanas.co.za The South African National Accreditation System
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For decades, well-trained and highly experienced morphology experts have manually reviewed blood samples

under a microscope, a labor-intensive and time-consuming process, to count cells and assess blood cell

abnormalities. Discover the future of digital cell morphology with Scopio Labs’ innovative platform, offering a

comprehensive solution for Peripheral Blood Smear analysis. This application utilizes Scopio’s advanced scanning

capabilities to equip the hematology laboratory with an end-to-end solution designed to accelerate review, increase

the lab’s efficiency1, and enable the earlier initiation of treatment with greater confidence.

Full-Field
Peripheral
Blood Smear™
Application

 Trustedhematology standards, 
enhanced by digital efficiency

Full-Field digital
scan assessment

AI-powered Analysis 
Workflow
State-of-the-art AI DSS algorithms2
tailored for efficient and
comprehensive sample analysis,
ensuring thorough examination.

• Adaptive Monolayer Detection 

Remote review 
and consultation

Dynamic Scan Image enhances
assessment quality and added
context for comprehensive
analysis.

• Leverage Scopio’s Full-Field 

Technology and review all the 
clinically-relevant areas of the 
sample, including the monolayer 
and the feathered edge, at 100x oil 
immersion resolution

• Zoom in and out, pan around and 
explore the sample to get both 
a view of individual cells and the 
full context

algorithm, designed to identify the 
clinically-relevant area and adapt 
for optimal review

• White Blood Cells DSS is available 
for detecting and pre-classifying 
into 14 categories 

• The Red Blood Cells DSS analyzes 
over 10,000 cells across 1,000 fields 
of view (FOV) and pre-grades 22 
RBC morphological parameters

• Detection of platelets and pre-
estimation from 10 fields of view, 
including the identification of 
platelet clumps throughout the 
scan area and the feathered edge

Advanced digital platform
promoting collaboration and
sharing throughout the secure
hospital network.

• Browser-based application 

designed to facilitate review, 
collaboration, and consultation

• Comprehensive case report 
include images and cell 
annotations 

• Review from anywhere, at any 
time, to accelerate the analysis 
and diagnostic process



PROGRAMME &
ABSTRACT BOOK

ABSTRACTS
POSTER PRESENTATIONS

LISTED ALPHABETICALLY BY
AUTHOR SURNAME

















































SEE YOU IN 2027!
SMLTSA HEAD OFFICE 
Tel: +27 (0)21 531 1231
Email: administrator@smltsa.org.za 
www.smltsa.org.za 
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